Initially, the presence of virus in the mosquito cells was determined by subinoculation of either undiluted fluid phase or combined fluid and cell phases into 2-day-old mice by the intracerebral route. Subsequently it was observed that subinoculation from A. albopictus cells infected with either virus repeatedly and consistently induced plaque formation and cytopathic effect (CPE) in Vero cell cultures. These mosquito "helper cells" were then studied with regard to percentage of infected cells and production of intracellular and extracellular virus, by using methods described in detail elsewhere (1) .
In Thus, by the use of "helper cells" of mosquito origin, Obodhiang and kotonkan viruses have been adapted to cultures of two vertebrate cell lines. These vertebrate cell cultures, in turn, will serve as potentially useful tools for plaque purification of the viruses, and subsequently for quantitative in vitro assays as well as in vitro purification.
